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The President. A hundred and eighty-
three new after-school grants—that’s the
good news. The rest of the news is, for every
community that received a grant today, there
were seven more which applied. Actually,
that’s also good news if you think about it.
Everybody gets this now. But because they
get it, we have to try harder. Like child care,
the need for after-school programs simply
outstrips our investment.

So when children ask from the back of the
car, ‘‘are we there yet?’’ it’s always hard to
give them a satisfactory answer. And how
many of us as parents have explained how
far we’ve come and that we’ve come further
than we’ve still got to go?—all the answers
that satisfy adults and never make it with
kids. [Laughter] On these issues, we should
be as impatient as our children in the back
seat of the car. We should be proud of what
has been done. We should lift up the teach-
ers, the community leaders, the parents, the
child care workers who have done the right
thing. But we should remember the impa-
tience of our children.

In the new economy, we can no longer
think of high-quality child care and after-
school programs as luxury items. In every pe-
riod of economic and social change, what
once was a luxury item becomes quickly
standard equipment.

So are we there yet? No. But we’ll get
there together. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:54 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks
he referred to Rose Bolz, single working mother
from Tucson, AZ, who introduced the President;
Kent McGuire, Assistant Secretary, and Marshall
S. Smith, Deputy Secretary, Department of Edu-
cation; Mayor Ernest D. Davis of Mount Vernon,
NY; Mayor Joseph P. Ganim of Bridgeport, CT;
and Mayor Bret Schundler of Jersey City, NJ. A
portion of these remarks could not be verified be-
cause the tape was incomplete.

Statement on the Retirement of
Lewis Merletti as Director of the
United States Secret Service
November 12, 1998

Lewis Merletti has done an outstanding
job as Director of the United States Secret
Service, and I am accepting his retirement

with the deepest regret. I have great admira-
tion for Lew and for what he has accom-
plished in service to our country.

From Lew’s service in the United States
Army with the Special Forces to his Secret
Service assignments in Philadelphia, New
York, and Washington, DC, and finally as Di-
rector, he has distinguished himself at every
level.

I would like to thank Lew’s wife, Patty,
and their sons, Mike, Matt, and Chris, for
accepting the pressures and difficulties that
arise from being a part of the Secret Service
family. Like many Secret Service families,
they endured a number of moves from one
city to another. Their move to Cleveland and
the Cleveland Browns organization will be
one more challenge in Lew’s accomplished
career, one that he will undoubtedly meet
with enthusiasm and great success. I also
hope it will give Lew and Patty more time
to spend with their children in the coming
years.

On behalf of Hillary, Chelsea, the Vice
President and his family, the former Presi-
dents and their families—indeed on behalf
of everyone who has felt the reassurance of
being in the care of Lew Merletti and the
Secret Service agents he led—I want to
thank this distinguished Director for his re-
markable devotion to duty and country. I will
miss him very much.

The U.S. Secret Service is a critical law
enforcement agency. It provides a secure en-
vironment for the President, the Vice Presi-
dent, and their families, former Presidents
and visiting heads of state while also playing
a vital role in protecting our Nation from ter-
rorism, counterfeiting, and other financial
crimes.

Notice—Continuation of Emergency
Regarding Weapons of Mass
Destruction
November 12, 1998

On November 14, 1994, by Executive
Order 12938, I declared a national emer-
gency with respect to the unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States posed by the proliferation of nuclear,
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